Lake Skootamatta, Sheldrake & Pringle Lake Plan Survey Spring 2009

Influence the Quality of Life on Your Lake

Skootamatta Lake Plan Survey

including Sheldrake and Pringle Lakes
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*Your signature and name below is Optional (Please see Privacy Statement on following
page.)

Print Name

Signature

Address
(911 number & Road Name or Lot & Concession)

* If you choose NOT to sign, please make an X on the lake you live on, Pringle, Sheldrake or
Upper or Lower Skootamatta
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Privacy Statement

This survey is not anonymous if you sign it. However, individual responses will be treated as
CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVATE and will not be shared by anyone beyond a designated few.
ALL PUBLICATIONS OF SURVEY DATA WILL BE BASED UPON COLLECTIVE
GROUP DATA AND WE WILL NOT REPORT ANY INDIVIDUALS INFORMATION.

We need you to influence the quality of life on Lake Skootamatta, Sheldrake and Pringle.
By building our own leadership and awareness, we CAN influence the future for
the Lake so that the quality of life, for all of us, is maintained or improved. Are
you concerned enough to provide your thoughts and views? We want you to
have a say and make your voice and opinions heard. Are you concerned about the lake’s
future? Do you have particular issues you feel have not been voiced by anyone else?
Without hearing from you we lack guidance to act on your behalf. Please take the time to
make your views count. Now is the time for YOU to make a difference.

At the Summer AGM of the SDRA (Skootamatta District Ratepayers Association) the
membership voted for the establishment of a committee to pursue the creation of a Lake
Management Plan for Skootamatta. At the same time we were addressing the issues related to an
RFP (Request for Proposal of Development) for an area on Sheldrake Lake and very close to
Skootamatta. The SLA (Sheldrake Lake Association) has partnered with us to publish this survey
that is intended for completion by all residents, business owners, associations and for review and
input by Township, ministries(MNR, QCA) with interests in this water community.

This survey has been prepared to ensure that a wide range of views and ideas are considered as
we move toward a Lake Management Plan for our lake within our watershed. (A watershed
is the region draining into a river, river system, or other body of water. Our lake ultimately drains
into the Bay of Quinte and we are the upper region of the Quinte Watershed.) In order to make
sure we have enough clean water for drinking and other uses, we need to protect sources by
managing the influences upon them. The best way to protect sources of water is on a watershed
basis because water flows across the traditional boundaries of townships and counties.
Conservation Authorities are the only watershed management agencies in Ontario that are
organized on a watershed basis. Ours is the Quinte Conservation Authority and we are at the
headwaters.

The objective and intent of the survey is to identify what you think is important as a member
of the Skootamatta, Sheldrake & Pringle community, or someone with a vested interest in
the area.

What would you like to see changed now?

What is your vision for the area?

What is it about the area that you love?

What are your concerns about the future?

What changes would you wish to see in the next 10 years?
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Objectives of the Lake Plan
* Maintain or improve the quality of life on the lake by communicating with all
stakeholders to determine concerns, issues, interests, potential obstacles and possible
remedies;

» Develop a series of recommendations for issues identified in the survey and subsequent
workshops for stewardship and land use;

» Identify principles and targets to ensure the future health of the lake and watershed;

= Review water quality status and trends and recommend measurement of indicators for
environmental health;

= Evaluate current land use policy on a watershed scale and recommend changes to policies
and regulations to improve and protect lake assets.

= Prepare action plans and targets relating to each recommendation for land use,
stewardship approaches, education and communication;

The following is a description of the Six Stages of Lake Development that was discussed at the
FOCA (Federation of Cottage Associations) Spring Seminar 2002. Place an X in the box beside
the Stage you think best describes your lake.

Six Stages of Lake Development

Stage 1 [J
A single road is brought to the shoreline at a single access point. A few cottagers are clustered at
the access point.

Stage 2 [0
A marina is built at the access point and water access lots are opened up. The shoreline is quickly
developed to about 30%

Stage 3 [0
Road access is developed to most of the shoreline (where accessible) and the shoreline develops
to capacity within 1 to 3 generations.

Stage 4 [

Driveways, cottage additions, garages, boat houses, docks, lawns and changes to the natural
shoreline are constructed. Loss of habitat, runoff filters, wildlife and diminished dark skies
become increasingly evident. Buildings & structures dominate the shoreline. Boat traffic and Jet
Ski traffic increase.

Stage 5 [0
Full density of the shoreline is achieved with remaining natural shoreline compromised, a further
decline in water quality and clarity occurs. Possibly more commercial business is added.

Stage 6 [
Back lot development and infrastructure changes occur and the lake takes on a look of urban
development.
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Completion Instructions

Please complete and return the survey by May 20, 2009. Complete one survey
per recipient household, business, etc. Please try to answer every question. There is no right or
wrong answers in this survey. We are trying to determine your true opinions about
Skootamatta, Sheldrake and Pringle Lakes. If you have no opinion, do not understand the
question or it does not apply to you please leave the question blank. Make your voice heard. Wide
participation and active involvement will ensure we have a higher quality of life and a healthier
environment.

Please use the return addressed and stamped envelope enclosed. A copy of this survey is
also available at our website (www.skootamatta.ca). Possibly you have neighbours who we
inadvertently missed in our distribution. We would appreciate you printing a copy and
providing it to them so we receive as many returns as possible.

Contact Us

If you have any questions about this survey please first review the Frequently Asked Questions
Section, or if further clarification is required, contact the webmaster(@ SDRA.ca. If email is not
available to you call R. Teed at 613-336-0058.

Report of Survey Results

A summary of the Survey results will be published at our website. (www.skootamatta.ca).
Information from the survey will be used in the development of the Lake Plan. Our objective is to
provide statistical information resulting from survey returns at our July AGM.

Privacy Statement

This survey, if signed, is not anonymous; however individual responses will be treated as
CONFIDENTIAL& PRIVATE and will not be shared by anyone beyond a designated few.
ALL PUBLICATIONS OF SURVEY DATA WILL BE BASED UPON COLLECTIVE
GROUP DATA AND WE WILL NOT REPORT ANY INDIVIDUALS INFORMATION
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Frequently Asked Questions —FAQ’s
What is Lake planning?

Lake planning is a community based planning process that considers the interests of all
stakeholders in a lake community, including shoreline residents, commercial operators, forestry
managers, lake users ( anglers, hunters, boaters, snowmobilers, area residents who use the lake,
campers etc.)

Why do Skootamatta, Sheldrake and Pringle need a Lake Plan?

There are several stages to the development of a lake from its wilderness state. If allowed to go
unchecked the lake environment can end up looking much like the urban environment that many
lake users are seeking to escape. Our lakes have not suffered to the degree some others are
already experiencing, thus we wish to determine through our surveys and subsequent analysis
ways to approach inevitable change that best serve the interests of our community as a whole.

What is in a Lake Plan?

Typically a plan identifies issues relating to land-use, water, recreation and resource management.
A well developed plan provides detailed action oriented recommendations to land use policy
(official plans, zoning by-laws etc.) and stewardship practices. It utilizes approaches such as an
education and communication plan as well as necessary restoration projects (i.e. Planting native
shoreline filtering plants where they have been eradicated.)

Why are we developing a Lake plan when there is an Official Plan for the Township?

This is a community survey to better understand if there are collective issues we may decide to
discuss with Council. There are also identified actions within a Lake plan that are within the
jurisdiction of all community dwellers to implement and not included in any Official Plan and are
achieved solely through voluntary commitment to stewardship practices.

Who is involved in creating a "Lake Plan?

The lake planning process provides local property owners and a full range of other stakeholders
in the community with an opportunity to identify, confirm and protect important ecological and
social values and to set common sustainable objectives for a lake and its immediate environment.
For Skootamatta, Pringle and Sheldrake a Committee of volunteers was established at the last
AGM. From that group a Steering Committee will evolve to develop our Plan using input from
surveys such as this and other means of communication by which opinions and input will be
sought and vetted.
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How much will a Lake Plan Cost?

The greatest cost is one of volunteering time and commitment by people on our lakes. There will
be a financial cost as well in the creation of a Lake Plan document along with the costs of
soliciting input, opinions and information via mailings etc. A cost analysis/estimate will be
included in the feedback to this survey which serves to measure the level of interest and
commitment to such an undertaking.

Who decides what recommendations are included in the Lake Plan?

The lake planning process is designed to collect views of all stakeholders and to reflect a
consensus view that will carry weight with those in a position to make decisions affecting the
lake, such as our local Council, Quinte Conservation Authority and MNR but most importantly
our own residents. The Lake Plan Steering Committee will develop draft recommendations based
on the input received and will seek approval of these from members of our respective Ratepayer
Associations.

Have other Cottage Associations produced Lake Plans?

Yes, for example lakes to the east of us and in affiliation with Rideau Conservation Authority and
the Tay Valley Watershed have developed Lake Plans. The Muskoka Lakes have had plans
developed, in some cases, for many years. Numerous lakes in the Haliburton area have completed
or are undertaking lake plans and this questionnaire is based upon ones developed by several lake
associations who are actively involved. Cottage Life magazine is interested in the process for all
lakes and FOCA (Federation of Cottage Associations) is planning to bring out a template of
activities this year which we will gratefully utilize.

Do Lake Plans make a difference?

Yes, in several ways. First they build a sense of community and common purpose and allow
people to identify and work toward the solution of shared problems and issues. Secondly, they
have been cited at municipal hearings for building permits and related development activities.
There are instances where the values identified in a Lake Plan caused applications for
development that were in conflict with the existing Lake Plan to be denied.

What if Lake Skootamatta, Pringle and Sheldrake had no Lake Plan?

The SDRA and Sheldrake Associations believe that the process of creating a Plan is as important
as the Plan itself, as it helps us build our sense of community. However, there is real value in
completing a formal Plan because these have proven to be valuable in having people identify
priorities and to take action. There is also an anticipated outcome or downside in not developing a
Plan. It might attract developers with the least interest in the environmental well-being of the area
if they believe that our Associations are unorganized, interest in environmental issues low and our
controls are lax.
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Why do the SDRA and Sheldrake Lake Association have to pay costs for the Lake Plan?

In an ideal world such a plan would have the support of the entire community and therefore the
financial support of the entire municipality. The current reality for the majority of lakes in cottage
country is that few if any other stakeholders will contribute. By financing our Plan for the
Skootamatta watershed the members of the SDRA and SLA are further establishing themselves as
a leading voice of responsibility for the stewardship of the area.

Who is presently on the LMP Committee?

Bill & Anne Franchetto Derek Mendham
Bruce Goodale Louise Middleton
Cheryl Glecoff Mike Vaughan

Don & Barb Hall Patrick Falby
Gordon Birnie Ray Angers

Guy Viggers Rhonda Cummings
Jane Jefferys Cooke Rosemary Teed
Joan Hudgin

Ver 1.09 7

3/16/2009



Lake Skootamatta, Sheldrake & Pringle Lake Plan Survey Spring 2009

Lake Quality Values
1. Please rate how the following elements add to your personal enjoyment of Skootamatta,
Sheldrake or Pringle Lakes. Please check only one box for each value.

Positive Personal Very Important Somewhat Not Important Don’t Know
Values Important Important

1. Water Quality

2. Natural

Shorelines

3. Scenery/View

4. Wildlife Viewing

5. Fishing

6.Peace & Quiet
( Tranquility)

7. Swimming

8. Hunting

9. Power Boating

10. Non Power
Boating

11. Dark Skies —no
light pollution

12. Other- Piease

Describe
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2. During the past 5 years how much negative impact has the following had on your enjoyment of
your property? Please check only one box for each value.

Types of Negative Impacts

Significant
Impact

Moderate
Impact

Light
Impact

No impact

Don’t Know

1. Water pollution

2. Boat Traffic

3. Fluctuating water
levels

4, Personal Water Craft
(Jet-skis)

5. Boat Wakes

6. Noise Day-Time

7. Noise Night -Time

8. Outdoor Lighting

9. Vegetation
(tree/shore) removal

10.Disturbance of
Wetlands

11. Automobile Traffic

12. Snowmobiles

13. Ice Huts

14. Development

15. ATV’s

16. Crown land public
beaches/campsites in
poor condition

17. Camping trailers on
cottage lots set up
indefinitely

19. Old vehicles & junk
stored openly

20. Other (please describe

Ver 1.09
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Water Quality
3. Are you located on or near (select only one)

Lake Skootamatta [ Pringle Lake [ Sheldrake Lake [ Other [

4a. In your opinion, describe your lake water quality Excellentl] Good[] Poor [JDon’t Know
b. What are your particular concerns with respect to water quality?

Bacteria [0 Algae [J Smell [ Clarity [J No concerns [J  Other

Water Levels

These questions, related to water levels, are for Lake Skootamatta Residents only as the
lake level is controlled by a dam. The dam is owned by the MNR and controlled by the Quinte
Conservation Authority who follow a particular schedule of raising and lowering the log controls.
Answers will provide us with input for both organizations.

5. Would you be in favour of having more input into the planned schedule of lake level changes?
Yes No [  No Opinion [J

6. What mandate would you wish to have the SDRA undertake to discuss with MNR & Quinte
CA?
A Spring (April-June) I would prefer the water levels to be:

[ kept higher in the Spring
[J kept lower in the Spring
[J kept as is

B. Summer (July-Sept) I would prefer the water levels to be:

[J kept higher in the Summer — delay lowering until after Labour Day
[ lowered earlier in the Summer

[ kept as is

C. Fall (Oct-Nov) I would prefer the water levels to be:
0 kept lower in the Fall

[ kept higher in the Fall

[J kept as is

7. What issues do you have with the current water levels? (Select all that are applicable to you)
[J None

[ Ice damage to shoreline structures

1 Navigation issues when water is low

[0 Other
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Development

8. Are you in favour of efforts to control and limit the development of “back lots”, or those
properties without water frontage, which are commonly the second tier of development around a
lake?

U Yes

[1 No

[J Don’t Know

9. Are you in favour of the government opening up more Crown Land as lots with water
frontage on your lake?
U Yes
[J No
[J Don’t Know

10. How would you rate your need for the following services?

Service More Less Stay the Don’t Know
Same

1. Marina Services

2. Cellular/Paging communication
Services

w

Internet Services via
Communication Towers

Restaurants

Stores

Newspaper Delivery/Availability

N|o o~

Condominium/Timeshare/Fractional
Ownership Lodges/Cottages

8. Road Improvements ( municipal)

9. Road Improvements (private)

10. Garbage & Recycling Services

11. Other ( Specify)
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10. Do you favour the current restrictions of set-back for new buildings and structures on
Skootamatta Lake? (The Official Plan 7.7.1 and Zoning By-law 4.7.1 restricts new construction
to be 30 metres from the high water mark with docks and boat houses excepted).

[ Yes

[J No

] Don’t Know

11. Are you in favour of efforts to limit the number of new lots (by severing existing lots)?
U Yes

[J No

] Don’t Know

12. Are you concerned about the construction of new docks? [JYes [J No

13. Are you aware that permit(s) are required to build a new dock or make structural changes to
your shoreline? [1Yes [] No

14. Are you aware that by doing so without permit(s) removal of the structure may be required
and a fine paid? (0Yes [ No

15. What are your views on the following stewardship issues/actions? (Education, monitoring,
enforcement):

Issue Improve Status Quo Less Don’t
Stewardship | on Stewardship Know
& Controls Stewardship | & Controls
& Controls
1. Lawns
2. Septic Inspections

3. Building Set-Backs
from shoreline

4. Light Pollution

(Darker Skies)

5. Communication
Towers

6. Bathing with Soap
in Lake

7. Nesting disruption
of Loons

8. Disruption of

nesting bass

9. Use of and parking
of camper trailers
on cottage lots
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Issue

Improve
Stewardship &
Controls

Status Quo on
Stewardship &
Controls

Less
Stewardship
& Controls

Don’t
Know

10.Changes to natural
shoreline/buffer

11.Removal of old
vehicles/junk from
open lot storage

12. Personal Water
craft usage ( Jet-skKis)

13. Use of Crown
Land Designated
Camping Areas

14. Clean up of local
beaches & campsites

15. Other ( describe)

16. During the past 5 years, how do you feel the shoreline appearance has changed with

respect to the following?

ltem

More
Evident

Stayed the
Same

Less
Evident

Don’t
Know

1. Lawns

2. Residential
Development

3. Commercial
Development

4. Forest cover (less)

5. Shoreline
Structures

6. Shoreline
“rehabilitation”

7. Wetlands(Swamps)

night

8. Light Intrusion at

9. Noise

10. Other ( please describe)

Ver 1.09
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17. Are you aware that by altering your shoreline, for example rearranging rocks, cutting
down trees and clearing vegetative buffering, that you negatively impact water quality?
[Yes [ No

18. Are you in favour of Crown Land sales for, commercial development of lodges or hotels or
fractional/time sharing projects, or of ‘town-site’ development set back from a common shoreline
for use by the owners/residents?” OYes [J No

Comment

19. Would you like to see the Township and Health Unit take an active interest in the water
quality within its boundaries by undertaking existing septic tank inspections for all residents
seasonal or full time? OYes [J No

[JComment

20. Please rate the level of interest you have experienced or perceive as that which best represents
the Township Council and Officers relating to all things considered pro- environmental .
[0 Low [JMedium [J High [J Comment

21. From your experience driving through Addington Highlands Township on Highway 41 and
on local Municipal Roads to access your seasonal/fulltime home, do you feel that work is
required to enforce local bylaws relating to the environment and its protection? T1Yes [] No

[J Comment

Use of Property
22. Are you a permanent or seasonal resident? (You are considered permanent if you live here
most of the time) [ Permanent [] Seasonal [ Don’t Know

23. If you are a seasonal resident do you plan on making this your permanent residence some time
in the future? [1Yes [] No [l Don’t Know

24. How do you access your property? [J Water [ Year Round Road [0 Seasonal Road

25. How long have you or your family been on Pringle, Sheldrake or Skootamatta Lakes?
years

26. Please estimate the number of days per season you spend at your residence/cottage.
(Maximum days 91 per season)
April May
June-Aug
Sep-Nov
Dec-Mar

27. What types of recreational activity do you participate in at the lake? (Select as many as
apply).

CJPower Boating Olce Skating OJSailing

[lce fishing [JHiking [JSnow Shoeing
[ISwimming [1Water Skiing [JReading
(JHunting [IScuba diving [IWake Boarding
Ver 1.09 14
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[Jet Skiing [1Mountain biking [1Socializing
[Cross-country Skiing OWind Surfing [ Camping
OFishing [Nature Appreciation [ ATVing
[1Snowmobiling [1Canoeing Other
OKayaking [Golfing

28. How many boats do you have? (Note number beside each applicable category)

a. Non-motorized? Canoe Kayak Windsurfer
Rowboat Paddle Boat Other

b. In the chart below please identify the approximate hours of usage beside the number &
category of motorized boat(s) you own.

Number of Motorized | #Inboard/Usage | #2 Stroke/Usage 4 #Stroke/Usage
Hours of Use Hrs Hrs Hrs

Motorboat under 25hp

Motorboat 25-100hp

Motorboat 101-200hp

Personal Watercraft (Jet-
ski)

Other. Specity

Property Management

29. Sewage Disposal
a) How do you dispose of household black water (sewage from toilets)?

[Septic System [ Holding Tank [ Compost toilet [ Outhouse

[J Other (please specify)

b) How do dispose of household grey water (sewage from sinks, showers etc)

[1Septic System [J Holding Tank [ Other (please specify)

If you have a septic tank and tile bed please answer ¢, d, e and f

¢) Where is your septic tile bed located?
[1Less than 50 feet from shoreline
[1Between 51 and 66 feet from shoreline
[1Between 67 and 100 feet from shoreline
[JBeyond 101 feet from shoreline
[1Don’t know

d) How old is your septic system?
<Syears [] 6-15years [] 16-30 years [] >30years [] Don’t Know [

Ver 1.09 15
3/16/2009



Lake Skootamatta, Sheldrake & Pringle Lake Plan Survey Spring 2009

¢) When was the last time your septic was pumped out?
1-3 years [ ] 4-5 years []6-10 years[ | 11-20 years [ 20+ years [ Don’t know [

f) Have you added any kind of enhancement to your septic system?
Effluent Filters [1 Aerobic Units[] Other (describe)

If you have a holding tank please answer g, h and i.
g) What is the capacity of your holding tank?
h) How often do you have it pumped out?

i) How old is the tank?

30. Do you have any of the following? Indicate how many beside each entry
Clothes Washer [ Dishwasher 0
Flush toilets [0 Hot tub O
Bath Tub 0
Shower 0

31. Water Supply

a) How do you obtain your drinking water? Well [ Lake [0 Bottled [ Other [J
Describe

b) How do you obtain household water? Well [0 Lake [0 Other [

Describe

c) Do you test your drinking water? Yes [] No [ If yes, how often?

d) If you use well or lake water for drinking do you treat it? Yes [] No [

If yes, how do you treat your water? Describe

32. Additional Phosphorous loadings

Do you maintain a grass lawn? Yes [ No []

Roughly what percentage of your lot does it encompass? 1000 30 0 50+ [J
If yes, do you use fertilizer? Yes [J No [J

If yes, what product?

33. Waste Disposal

Do you use the Cloyne Waste Transfer Site? Yes (] No [

Do you use the Kaladar Waste Site Yes 1 No [
Do you take your garbage somewhere else? Yes 0 No [ Explain
Do you recycle? Yes (] No [
Do you compost? Yes [ No [J

Skootamatta District Ratepayers Association and Sheldrake Association
(Answering this section will help the SDRA & SLA better meet collective community needs)
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34. What is your SDRA or SLA Membership Status?
Member(! Non-Member[ Former Member( No Answerl]

35. Member or Not, what do you consider to be the greatest benefit of Membership?

36. If you are NOT a current SDRA or SLA Member, please say why you have not joined
or renewed.

37. Member or Not, what do you consider to be the primary function of the SDRA or
SLA.

38. a. Does the annual Newsletter supply you with sufficient information about the activities of

the Association? Yes [] No [J Don’t Know [
b. Do you visit and utilize the SDRA website for lake information and community links
Yes UJ No [J

39. Would you like to see the Lake Association attempt to create a protected conservation area at
the south end of Lake Skootamatta along the area known as “The Narrows” and presently
designated Crown Land.? Yes [1 No [J

39. Do you feel this survey has missed something important? If so please explain (Attach a page
if desired)

40. Please identify the top three actions you believe should be undertaken to preserve and
enhance the lake for future generations.
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41. Natural, Social and Physical Features. Please write a number on the map that corresponds
to the location of any sites that you feel are important to the quality of life on Lake Skootamatta,
Sheldrake and Pringle. (E.g. loon nesting sites, other significant social, historical, or physical
features such as portages, access points or landforms) Simply describe any sites important to you
and number them on the map.

1. Site of significance (note #1 on map)
2. «“ (note #2 on map)
3 « ( note #3on map)

Thank you for contributing to our lake plan survey. If you have received this via the postal
service, please return to the address provided and mail promptly. We wish to collect and
summarize data for our July AGM.

Additional Comments
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