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REPORT ON  

WRAFT ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 22, 2008 

     

TOWN HALL MEETING NOVEMBER 22, 2008 

 

WRAFT ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENT OF CAPTR/WRAFT SPONSORED MEETING WITH 

MPAC ON JANUARY 28, 2009. 

 

 

 

Draft minutes of WRAFT Annual Meeting November 22, 2008 

 

The Annual Meeting was again held after the FOCA Fall Seminar and was followed by a 
Town Hall meeting which included representatives of the three major Ontario political 
parties.  Below are the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting. 
 
MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting of the members of WATERFRONT 
RATEPAYERS AFTER FAIR TAXATION INC. [hereinafter called “WRAFT” ] held at 
the Sheraton Parkway North Hotel, Highways 404 and 7, Richmond Hill, Ontario at 3:00 
pm on November 22, 2008. 
 
The Chairman of WRAFT , Cliff Hatch, acted as Chairman of the meeting and the 
Secretary , Ron Booth, as Secretary. 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Chairman read the Notice of Meeting and advised it had been sent to all members. 
The Secretary was directed to file a copy of the notice with the minutes and the meeting 
was declared to be regularly constituted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Chairman asked for a motion to dispense with he reading of the minutes of the 
meeting of members held November 24, 2007 and on motion duly made and seconded it 
was unanimously resolved the minutes be approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Unaudited financial statements of WRAFT FOR THE PERIOD FROM February 18,2004 
to September 30, 2008 were circulated and reviewed. It was noted that funds on hand at 
the end of the fiscal year were down to $26,500.  On motion duly made and seconded it 
was unanimously resolved that the financial statements for the period ending September 
30, 2008 be approved and that an audit of the statements be dispensed with. The 
Secretary was directed to file a copy of the statements with the minutes. 
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APPROVAL OF ACTS OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 
On motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously resolved that all acts, contracts, 
by-laws, proceedings, appointments, elections and payments enacted, made, done and 
taken by the Directors and Officers of WRAFT for the fiscal year ended  September 30, 
2008 be approved. 
 
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
The Chairman advised the meeting it was in order to proceed with the election of 
directors of WRAFT for the ensuing year and called for nominations. The following were 
nominated : Gary Atkins, Tom Beer, Doug Bryden, David Bull, Guy Crombie, Mike 
Hasley, Cliff Hatch, Jack Hignell, Al Morson, Scott Mortimer, Mary Neal, Peter Oakes, 
Terry Rees, Bill Rowat and Bob Topp. 
There being no further nominations the Chairman declared nominations closed and, with 
the consent of the meeting, directed that a single ballot be cast for the election of the 
foregoing as directors of WRAFT.  
Such ballot having been cast the Chairman declared the foregoing to have been duly 
elected as directors of WRAFT for the ensuing year or until their successors are elected 
or appointed. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
The Executive Director, Bob Topp, reported on the activities of WRAFT during the past 
year and cautioned that in view of the small bank balance it might be necessary to raise 
new funds dependant on the level of activity of WRAFT in the coming year. 
The Executive Director thanked everyone for their assistance over the last four years. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
The Chairman announced that Bob Topp was retiring as Executive Director and that it 
was proposed that Terry Rees succeed him. The Chairman thanked Bob for all his efforts 
over the last four years on behalf of WRAFT.   
The Chairman concluded by urging all present to sign the WRAFT online petition and to 
make written and in person representations on WRAFT’s position to their MPP’s. 
 
There being no further business the meeting terminated.  
 
Report on Town Hall meeting 

 

This meeting was hosted by the Coalition After Property Tax Reform (CAPTR).  For 
clarification, WRAFT and FOCA are founding members of CAPTR along with a number 
of urban ratepayer coalitions and large seniors’ organizations.  Some 250 individual 
members of FOCA, WRAFT and CAPTR attended the meeting.  MPPs for Liberal, PC 
and NDP parties outlined their positions on property tax reform and their views on the 
2008 assessment.  Terry Rees reviewed the particular issues affecting waterfront property 
owners and Bob Topp commented on the impact of the 2008 assessment on Toronto 
homeowners.  This was followed by an extensive and lively question and answer period.  
The frustration and anger of home and cottage owners was clearly evident from the 
exchanges that ensued.  Penny Caldwell, editor of Cottage Life Magazine, was at the 
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meeting and by clicking on the link below you can read her report on the meeting, written 
much better than we could. 
 
http://pennysblog.cottagelife.com/?p=226 
 
WRAFT organizational changes 

 

As noted in Cliff Hatch’s comments above, effective January 1 Terry Rees will assume 
the position of Executive Director of WRAFT. Terry is Executive Director of FOCA, the 
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association and has been a Director of WRAFT since 
its formation in 2004.  Bob will continue as a Director of WRAFT and Chairman of 
CAPTR and will, along with Cliff Hatch and Al Morson, provide ongoing support to 
Terry in his new position.  Following are new coordinates for Terry as well as a change 
of address for Bob. 
 
Terry Rees     Bob Topp 
Executive Director, WRAFT   Chairman, CAPTR 
201-159 King St.    New address: 
Peterborough, ON    84 Poplar Plains Crescent 
K9J 2R8     Toronto, ON M4V 1E8 
705 749 3622      416 929 9885 (unchanged) 
Fax 705 749 6522 
wraft@sympatico.ca    captr@sympatico.ca  
 
 

Announcement of Meeting with MPAC 
 
WRAFT and CAPTR will sponsor a meeting with representatives of MPAC on:  
 January 28, 2009 at 7 pm .  It has been organized to provide an opportunity for our 
members both on waterfront and in Toronto to hear a presentation from MPAC and to get 
answers to their questions about the methodology of the 2008 assessment. The meeting 
will be held at: 
 

 Lawrence Park Community Church 

2180 Bayview Ave, Toronto. 
(NW corner of Bayview and Dawlish 
Two blocks south of Lawrence 
Parking available in a lot on the south 
side of Dawlish, opposite the church) 

 

 
We encourage all members to attend and bring your questions. It is not the intent of the 
meeting to answer queries specific to your property.  To prepare for the meeting review 
the information about the 2008 assessment on www.wraft.com.   The meeting is being 
held two months before the deadline for filing ‘Requests for Reconsideration’ which is 
March 31, 2009. 


