
 
 

Campsite Cleanup with Partners SDRA & Junior Rangers 
 
 
Monday, July 20 was a big day on Skootamatta Lake.  The Junior Rangers from the McChesney 
Lake Camp arrived here to partner with the SDRA in cleaning up our camp sites and beaches on 
Crown Land.  We had a big haul of garbage but many willing hands made the work fun, with 
everyone knowing it was certainly a good cause.  Wilderness camping is a privilege and we need 
to know that what we carry in, we must carry out, in order to leave the site clean and clear of all 
debris and belongings. 
 
The Junior Ranger Team, under supervisor Aaron Wilson, (who has headed the McChesney 
camp for several years), embodied good spirits and high energy.  These young men all worked 
hard and 'knew their stuff'.  All those fire rings were made into the correct horseshoe shape with 
the high side towards the lake and prevailing wind to give shelter to the campfire.  The horseshoe 
shape allows for a grill on the rocks above the coals without campers reaching over hot rocks.  
The ring around the fire is cleared of all dry plant material to bare earth or rock to prevent forest 
fire.  Every site was cleaned, raked and returned to as pristine a natural setting as possible.  The 
Rangers are all 17 years of age as the Ontario Youth Employment program, this year, hired those 
born in 1992.  The boys were all appreciative of this work as their experience this summer opens 
doors for summer employment in a number of areas.  
 
Laury Hitchcock, Kent Farrow, Bill Garnish and Rosemary & John Teed, worked alongside the 
Rangers by dividing the Lake into different sections and ferrying Rangers to the pre-selected 
sites.  Everyone who enjoys this beautiful lake can see the effects of this team effort the next 
time they visit any one of our campsites.  New signage will be posted at each location, asking 
campers to leave the site clear and clean.  Total ‘haul’ for the day was (3 !!) three truckloads of 
refuse.  The Township of Addington Highlands has agreed to help us with our initiative by 
accepting this garbage without a tipping fee.  We thank them for their cooperation with this 
community effort. 
 
The SDRA is proud of this initiative and extends appreciation to the Junior Rangers for their 
tremendous help and the Township of Addington Highlands for their support. 
 
 
Rosemary Teed – Lake Steward 
Skootamatta District Ratepayers Association 
 
 

 
[pictures below speak for themselves – thanks to Laury for remembering a camera - ED] 



 

 
Sean, Andrew, Brandon, Marc, Hunter, Miles, & Supervisor Aaron 

(missing - Chris, Brad) 
 

 
NOT a pretty (camp) sight. 



 

 
Hunter with a load 

 

 
Aaron with Bill 



 

 
Chainsaw # 1 

 

 
Chainsaw # 2 



 

 
Chainsaw # 3 

 

 
Permanent stone jetty built by ‘residents’ 



 

 
Miles and Aaron 

 

 
Hunter and Marc, (note large charred stump) 

 



 

 
Kent ferrying Brandon and Andrew 

 

 
Hunter, Andrew, Brandon, Miles and Marc with a truckload 


