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I canôt honestly tell you when I first visited Skootamatta Lake but I 
believe it was about 55 years ago and because of this long associa-
tion with the lake, I feel somewhat qualified to say that Iôve seen 
many changes to not only the immediate lake area but to the greater 
area of the Hwy 41 corridor and beyond.  Many of my summers were 
spent growing up on Skootamatta Lake.  My own children have had 
the same wonderful experience and now, like many of you, I reflect 
back on thousands of memories.....good memories full of frogs, fish, 
card games, water sports and gatherings of family and friends.  Dur-
ing this reflection, I find it hard to single out the greatest or most sig-
nificant change to Skootamatta Lake but I donôt think Iôm far off when 
I say that the words óvalueô or óeconomicsô have redefined our lake 
community.  In the late 60ôs or early 70ôs when so many of the cur-
rent properties were developed you could purchase an acre shore-
line lot for about $30.00 per linear shoreline foot or less.   

Not so today! 

 

The cost of land has escalated dramatically.  The desire of people to 
spend time in more remote wilderness areas  to take advantage of 
the quality of life that these areas have to offer has increased as well 
and with this so have the personal and financial investments of those 
able to make lakes like Skootamatta Lake their principal or seasonal 
home.  Needless to say, all of us want to protect our investments and 
the wilderness area that surrounds us. 

 

Over the last several years the volunteer SDRA Board has been en-
gaged in issues that have become larger in scope - issues that have 
the potential to influence change in both our economic and natural 
landscapes.  Most recently, the SDRA was in negotiations with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources to protect, to the best of our ability, the 
shorelines and immediate areas around Skootamatta, Sheldrake and 
Pringle Lakes due to the logging plan.  This was not an easy issue to 
deal with especially given the short response time lines provided.           
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I want to emphasize that our current negotiated logging 
plan is the óbestô plan that was available to us given the 
time lines, regulations and prescribed legislations.   

Details of this plan will be available on our website, 
www.skootamatta.ca , when the plan is finalized by the 
MNR.  Those members that assisted the Board by 
completing and returning our mailed óLogging Surveyô 
are to be thanked for their valued input.  There was a 
57% return rate. 

My many years on the SDRA have allowed me to see 
the SDRA itself grow and evolve. Now more than ever 
before, the SDRA needs your continued input and sup-
port.  It is very apparent that our lakeside communities 
will be facing increased economic and environmental 
pressures - pressures that are already firmly estab-
lished in areas like Muskoka, Haliburton and the Great 
Lakes waterways.  The SDRA Board has continued its 
efforts to strengthen the communication ties with our 
own local municipal government so that our ñvoice can 
be heardò. Most of us do not participate in municipal 
elections and by default we are left with no voice on the 
council.  If we want our investments, lakes and life-
styles to be protected then this will have to change.  
This óchangeô will certainly involve a need to become 
less óreactiveô and more óproactiveô when dealing with 
issues such as logging and lakeside development. 

In closing, I want to thank the many colleagues that Iôve 
had the pleasure of working with over the years.  Their 
dedication and fondness for our lakes and surrounding 
areas has always been recognized and appreciated by 
me.  Their personal contributions have made and will 
continue to make our lakes great places to enjoy.   

I would encourage you to consider joining the SDRA 
Board or one of its committees as there is always work 
to be done.  Whether it is contributing advice to an 
óOfficial Planô, formulating a óLake Management Planô, 
hosting a Pot Luck or organizing a social event, your 
involvement would be welcomed!  I hope you enjoy 
reading the newsletter and that you share the same 
sense of enthusiasm around cottaging or living on our 
lakes as I do! 

 

Kent Farrow  

P a g e  2  S D R A  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 1 1  

òThose members that 

assisted the Board by 

completing and 

returning our mailed 

òLogging Surveyó are 

to be thanked for their 

valued inputó 

PASSAGES 
 

Our condolences to the following 
families who have lost a loved 
one. 

 

The Ossenberg Family (Ursula) 

 

The Stafford and St. Amand  

Families (Linda Kent) 

 

The Stacey Family (McKay, 
Sears) (Fred Stacey) 

 

The Sladics Family (Donna Marie) 

Donna was wife to James and 
mother of Sandra Lee and Greg. 
Daughter of  Esther and Cecil 
Cornell.  Step-daughter of John B. 
Henniger. 

 

The Anderson Family (Chuck) 

http://www.skootamatta.ca
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SKOOTAMATTA 2010 PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS! 

This year's photo contest judge, Cynthia Shay, lives in Arden, and has visited Skootamatta. Having been 
on the lake, she has an idea of the kind of things members want to preserve in their pictures. This year's 
contest drew 35 excellent entries from 10 contestants. Congratulations to our winners and 'Thank You' to 
all who submitted their pictures! 

�³It captures the mystery and beauty of 
Skootamatta lake. The lake has such an en-
ergy in itself that many cottagers have had 
the chance to feel. This image, to me, re-
veals the very soul of the lake and all depths 
in the way the detail fades out in the fog." 

�³The way the sun is captured in the drops 
of water spraying off the soggy bodies is 
epic! All that have had the privilege to soak 
up the sun on a hot day can relate to the 
feeling this photo gives. I can imagine the 
photographer saying "1...2...3...jump!" This 
photo is fundamentally Skootamatta Lake 
and holds the sentiment of  lake dwellers.ò 

1st Prize! 
SEAN GILMORE  

2nd Place! 
DEBBIE AWDE  

3rd Place! 
AIDEN GILMORE  

�³The water rippling over the oar tells a 
story of peace and simplicity, often 
found on Skootamatta." 
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